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          Woottons History
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          Discover the local history of the village of Wootton Bridge and the surrounding parishes from Norman times to the late 20th Century.



		  Read More »

        
	
          Historical Pictures
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          30+ Galleries of collected images of the village, the surrounding parishes and the Isle of Wight, from times past to the present day.



          Read More »

        
	
          Historical Maps
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          Local Maps of Wootton Bridge, the surrounding parishes and the Isle of Wight. Discover what the village looked looked like a hundred years ago.

		   
          Read More »

        
	
          Wootton News
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          Wootton Bridge News and Information Service


          Read More »

        
	
          The Decca Legacy

          [image: ]
          The story of Decca Radar on the Isle of Wight. Some seventy years since the concept of radar was established  and fifty years since the factory at Cowes, Isle of Wight, was established.

          Read More »

        
	
          Isle of Wight Rifles

          [image: ]
          The Isle of Wight Rifles were also known as the "8th (territorial) Battalion The Hampshire Regiment, Princess Beatrice's Isle of Wight Rifles", or informally "The Isle of Wight Rifles".


          Read More »

        
	
          Ackroyd Collection
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          Rare images of the Isle of Wight and John's books detailing the first baloon flight across the Pacific and the story behind the building of Thrust 2 - World Land Speed Record Holder.

          Read More »

        
	
          Supporting Us

          [image: ]
		  Please Help to Keep This Website Running

          Wootton Bridge Historical is a Not for Profit Organisation.
 
		  We rely on donations to keep this site running.

          Read More »
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          Where is Wootton Bridge?
            
        JavaScript must be enabled in order for you to use Google Maps. 
      However, it seems JavaScript is either disabled or not supported by your browser. 
      To view Google Maps, enable JavaScript by changing your browser options, and then 
      try again.

      


          

          Welcome
            [image: Picture of a Heron which is the symbol of wootton Bridge]To the the latest version of the Wootton Bridge Historical Website containing historical information for the village of Wootton Bridge and the Isle of Wight.


			New Picture Galleries and layout with a more modern look for easier browsing.

          

          Roy Richardson 1941 - 2020

		  It is with great sadness that I have to announce the passing of my friend Roy Richardson, who together with myself he was the founder member of the Wootton Bridge Historical web site.

In 2003 we decided that the village should have its own web site and after six years work and with the help of Antonia Hudson, a web designer, the site that you see today became a reality.

Farewell my friend, rest in peace. Roy Murphy
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          Dinosaur Island
            Reptiles on the Rocks is the story
 of finding dinosaurs on the Isle of
 Wight.

			This enchanted island just off the Hampshire coast is the home of the Summer holiday-maker and retired city dweller. So often I am asked 'Why the Isle of Wight for dinosaurs?' This question and others are answered in chapter one of 'Reptiles on the Rocks'.

			The Island will be the subject of years of palaeontological observations and many new and interesting finds will be made. Many of these finds will be made by amateurs who frequent these cliffs and who contribute much to our knowledge of the reptiles on the rocks.
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            The Ackroyd Collection

            View This Project »
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            The Virtual Bookshelf

            View This Project »
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            The Towill Collection

            View This Project »
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            Some Website Highlights

            Some of the highlights of the Wootton Bridge Historical Website are shown here.

            	The 1857 - 9 Diary of Mary Ann Denham
	Pictures of Old Wootton Bridge
	Sailing Around the Isle of Wight
	Island Buses
	Island Ferries
	Isle of Wight Rifles
	Creekside Womens Institute
	Pictures of Modern Wootton Bridge
	The Towill Collection
	The Virtual Bookshelf


           Use the main menu to find more.

          

        

      

      
      
        Wootton Bridge Historical Stats

		

        The historial recipes were moved to their own dedicated website in August.

      

      
      
        
		How Wootton Bridge Historical Started

		  The original concept of a village web site was first discussed in mid 2003 between two retired gentlemen of the village with a view to preserving village history for future generations, it was agreed we should investigate, but the question was where to begin?

          Initial efforts were focused on collecting information and pictures, this proved to be a bigger problem than we had anticipated and was very time consuming. We managed to obtain the permission of both the Editor of the Isle of Wight County Press and the County Archivist to access their records, and slowly we began to collect information.

		  
            [image: Picture of Roy Murphy]
            Roy Murphy
          

          By 2006 we were ready to move to a web site. But how do we write and produce one, with no experience or money? We selected a domain name, and found a free web site programme.

          Our initial efforts at producing a web site were limited, during the last five months of 2007 we achieved 4,600 visitors, 51,000 pages viewed and 200,000 hits. We realised we needed more professional guidance and several avenues were examined, but all required money we did not have.

          In 2008 we carried on with our efforts to collect information about the village and the adjacent areas and we were fortunate to be given access to a collection of village photographs. We actively sought professional help from various sources, again to no avail.

          By 2009 we had collected almost one Gigabyte of data relating to local history and we were at the crossroads - obtain professional help or close the web site down. A newspaper appeal was made in June, and we were very fortunate to receive an offer of help from our current web designer Tony Hudson. With his help the web site was completely redesigned and from that point in time it has grown to its present size of around 14GB's

		  
          At the end of 2009 my long time colleague, Roy Richardson, decided to withdrawn from active involvement in the web site and it was left to Tony and myself to continue with the site development.

          Through 2010 to 2012 work continued on developing and improving the web site and in 2012 it has achieved a high ranking both globally and in the UK. Visitors for last year number 280,000 and the site received in excess of 6,200,000 hits. In 2012 we created a new web site devoted purely to old cooking recipes Recipes Past and Present and this has proved to be very popular.

          We believe we have succeeded in our original aim, which was to record and preserve both village and Island history and make it available to all, in doing so we hope tohave promoted both the village and the Island.

		  Roy Murphy, February 2013


        

        
          
            	
                Need a Web Designer?
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                The designer of this website is available to design your next project.


                Private and commercial designs undertaken at reasonable rates. Charity and Not for Profit sites may be eligible for free design.

                Further information »

              


          

        

        

      

      
    

    
  





  
    
      A SafeSurf Website
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      Wootton Bridge Historical is a SafeSurf® approved site and is safe for all ages to browse.
	  This page was last edited on:
 26th January, 2022  @ 17:50:37
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